The Two Sudans: Some Aspects of the South
post was at Gondokoro. In 1913 an Order in Council
revised the frontier and the Sudan assumed its present form.
Thus, in the fifty years from 1860 to 1910, the inhabitants
of the Upper Nile Valley took an unwilling and always
painful part in the making of more history than they
had experienced in the previous five thousand. Small
wonder if they conceived an apprehension of foreign
intruders and a conviction of their impermanence.
Jebelein once passed there is a complete change of
scene ; everything is different, landscape, climate, flora
and fauna, and most of all the inhabitants. In place of
the white robes of the north we get our first glimpse of
the elaborate coiffure of the Shilluk or the ash-smeared
Dinka. This is the true Sudan, the " land of the blacks."
The change of race is complete ; for all their variety,
the races of the south are essentially negroid, not the
Arabicised negroid of the north but the negroid compara-
tively untouched, living his own life in his own natural
conditions. There is the difference of material culture
between the sophisticated Arab and the primitive savage,
naked and unashamed, so primitive in some cases that in
him we can visualise the early ancestors of mankind.
Above all there is the difference of religious and mental
make-up, of attitude to existence, so great that contact
becomes difficult. The history of magic in Europe seems
to show that it may not be necessary to postulate for the
negro a different type of mentality, to regard him as the
typical introvert, modelling the external world to conform
to his own spiritual emotions. But for him our laws of
cause and effect have little existence or meaning. He
lives in no ordered universe but in a tiny portion of a
dimly realised earth capriciously interfered with by a
spirit world that can be partially controlled by magic.
In anything abnormal, anything strange, he realises the
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